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Pi ies known, je yaw f 


bh beid gina part of the conſtant 
—_— Service of the Church, ow I need not mention ei- 
ther ihe Author or Occafion af them: Every-body knows 


when they were ſpoken and by whom, ow who it is they Þ | 


point tos wc get d girl 58 legion of | n 
them to e Day j w ch the U 
LOT mertiorats that great R 


. fab to the Gentiles; adMlyftery hid -from Ages and PV 
tions, but now made 1 hi nt of. ofthe Wife men; 
| who bythe Leading of à Star; came from the Eaſt to Fern 
alem to pay their Homage to the New-born King: For they 


1 1 were the Firſt-fruirs of th Gentile 1 as this Ma- 
nnileſtation, not only fipn ads ie, but actu- 


ally begun ſo ſoon A he: Meſſab' the Glory of 2 be- 
Ss gn to be a Light to the Gentiles 1 


tis the laſt of the Solemnity" of this Seaſod, ſo is it the great 
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This is a Day much to be remembred in it = Of; prep as 


* Reaſon we remembred thoſethat went belord it: Por what 
{ if Chriſt were in the fulneſa of Time Born of a pure Virgin, 
what if he were Circumciſed the Eight day, and made obe- 
dient N What had theſt chin been to AU 4 
. 6 he! had in them, aide at Wis Bore and Cir 
”  cumeiſec not beenmadiſeſted to us? 

. have any bag 10 " the” \Geal Won 
Rt "bad hitherto, 555 would have fhill — to lie under, if. 
the Meſſab bad not been reveal'd at all; and the yer greater 

Exils they muſt have undergone,” if he had been reveal'd in 


85 the manner the Jews expected; we ſhall ſee abundant Rea- 


ſion to Celebrate this Day, and joyfally\acknowledge the 
. ' goodneſs, of God. ro. us.” In. het Manifeffgrion, -of His Sour: 
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bers gen our . if.a ſenſe having the 8 _ 
ils remov'd für from ius, be ſuffigient to ei Joy and 
Praife;/ and T hankfgiviog in us much more wil our Re : 
oycing be increaydp much greater will our Obligations he, 5 
. conſide rte Favours and Hleſſin gs we do ache gay ep? 
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oy if it be not dura Fault, in abe rom of 
hee muſt have been other wiſe expoſed to. 
f the Meſpab hade not been reveal'd, at all, he. 
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ind had neither knbwun God, not be know) ab Him, 
d uld have been ſtil wandt ing after their own, Imagir 0 
Ind kither nbt ſcuhĩdz leech? dau was for ang, gal 
e del Wiſdommuſt ſtill have ended in extreme 
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elves in endleſs Mares and Uncertainnes, in profound be * 


he wretched State of Man, lad the Ae ngyer come, or 
which is alb one, had never been cepgefd to u; ſor ſuch, 4 
. Vas before He cumego us I ſhall ſhew thore at large by and 

1 und ſuch it ſtill is in hoſe parts: of Gantile Gaile W. orld, where the 
> Eight ofthe Goſpelhavnever ſhoes) ] π i 
But worſe; tuch war: bad our e been, if we 


dected; chen indeed Ve had been 3 Light to the Gentiles, but 


would have been a Light dreadful and tetrible, to burn 
p-and to deſtroy che Nations: of the Earth, as many as 
would nor bow their Neck tog the Fewiſh:Yoke ; Which was 


a they thought, aniverſally ſubmitted to: for they expected 
he Meſſiah; ſhould be a Mighty Deliverer, a\Glorious Con- 
querour';' One that ' ſhould dus his Voice on High, that 
3 be dreadſul to the Rings of the Earth, and ſubdue all 
to Himſelf. They expected a Star ' ſhoald ariſe. out 
f acob, and a Sceptte out of Fudab, that ſhould [mite rhe 

orneys of Moab, and deſtroy all the Children of Seb. 
pee were the Expectations of the Fews 4 which had jp 
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nd they'at laſt forte d 40 fit: down} after having, tired. them- 


xs, dad im the ſhadow: of Death. Such would have been 


Wau kit! been 'rdweald: in the manner the, Jews. en- 


„ e gate por laid on all People; and be, 


be en fulfilled, had the * Tee a . 3. 


rould hil have Jain in Sin; in Blindneſs and (renter s 
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orto lighten and obmforty and give Life to; far from that, 
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8 asche 1 e . Far IE 3, TM had great 
| Reaſon to tejoyce: for te ſee the Slavery they were under, 


* | ter „to ſee chat not only chang ed into a glorious Liberty, but 


to have theinſelves, the 2 of the! World: in their non 
hands ; tö (ee all Nations and Kingdomsrfall down before 


them; 3 but above all to have. it now iir tufn to Rult oer 


hole; 


—— Temper thin the Jews,” But how 
Fo would hae been en this botcaſtong t 


who at preſent'Ruled it over tbem; this, would have 

bern mnätter of great joy to any People tho? they had been 
more oonſiderable; ad ſuffered, Teſs andchad had a«beiter 
t iſosver/thein Joy 
ei reſt of ithe World 

would Have had little Renſon to jby at ben ther Portir 
on would have been to Enanene:hewſthes land; theif: hard 


: 3 Fortune; their Sorrow would have riſen wůli the Calamitles 


VWould Dave incteaſed it 


Word, 90% made n F. 
= ours; *burlived rothemlelves;: deſpiidgand deſpiſed. 375 


1 3 ſing the Bleſſings of rhe Neſi ab co themſelues, that they are 
* Go bath given them be Spinit of Slumber, Eyes t bat they 


this (ate of things would have reduced them to, and. both 
uld proportionto4he Ptoſperity and Joy 
of this little People ;- who confined» torainatrow. corner ofthe 
gure, wete na terrout to their Nrigh- 


but, Thanks be to Gad, this is not the caſe; their Expe- 
1 Antlons are ſo far from! being ſulſilled, that the exact Reverſe 

Hf rhein is come to paſs: * They ate fo tar from bein g the an- 
1y Pedple whom the Lord hath — fo far from engro(- 


almoſt the only Nation that bas had no part in them : Hor 
ſhbuld not ſee, and Ears tbat th bold not hear: They 


. Rambledy ibey fell, and ebro' their fall Salvation in cute un- 
ne $0: great is the Kode and ſeverity: of God; 


| 1 on then which fell, ſeverity ; ut goodneſs. TORRE IG 


bp . bor Unhappinels, and pray for the Time when God will 


His 
ſeverity indeed is by no means matter o Joy to a good Man; 


far be thoſe Thoughts from us, we ought rather to pity their 


ave mercy on his Ancient People; but we ought to make 
this Uſe of it, it ſhould teach us ta ſet a greater Value on bis 
God dneſs, who have received ſuch undeſer ved and unexpected 
d from mn Ts. we were 55 * _ my 
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| 9 th them. <p his People,” and whoſe God he 
had declared Himſelf to 'be; but. what is much more furpri- 5 


zings they had no ſhare in dem: 7. Len them | 20 u 9 
reconciling of the I dl. 2 e 
eter underf] ard. he Greatneſs of this 


ic;,.Lfþall, confider, _... 


Comes 363 5 10 
Next, 'Whe herein. the Eolightoing i 1 400 n eee 
| Ic inte loft place, Make ſome A lication 0 the Whole.” ve 
Fit, To conlider i g ſtare AM: Gentile Word dee 
Ind it frequency repreſented.to us in 
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the Seriprures under one \ Word: and that is Datkneſt; 75 five 


Light {athem that ſit in "Darkneſs ; „ wire ſometjnne Davk- = 
weſ1q Huf no are 3e Light in bin Lo, ,%h Bath” raedjou 1 
ang Darkneſs, into. marvellows L "4 


; We are not. wy 5 


Nagy at 0 Darkne eſs; who bath ; 


al ne Word: Da) 50% 10 . 1 1 the 150 4 


andition the World Was in, before the” Miah was inan 
nit ſad 1 eat it Was, 4 5 this. be a ag Name For . 
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EAI 0 


sda 5 | 5 : Kt 


N be: : +, | 
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| how poor low a 4 T ing the Mich of 
_ . tempts to, . e Ta The, World was di 
_ vided. into two Extreams , they were Liber for ma bn An / Gi 
' _ ornoneatall;. Opinions, almolt us "Het 

A Tam 185 another. i 4 Oldeſt indeed; 
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Hats 7 4-H www ben 
fend e Dat 
wa ar APN the: ae the 77 7. for Wot n bob be: 


Now that the ſtateof the Gere World pet te but dur 


came, was a. ſtate of, Darkneſs, and delerv; canec by Ao 


black a name, muſt be 70 eg by by All hd bade ever Ibök't 
into theſs Times, ahd conlidefed the Parcel wherela"this | 


= Darkneſs conſiſted; which, were they all put togeth er, 'would 
give us a juſt Conception of that uniVerfal Night, : hich Was 


than ſpread over the Intellectual World. The reat 185 
rance they were unge "2 and. the Confeq ener 0 Ke would 
give us ſuch a a frigk 1 dene of, 00 as one Gan "hardly 

1 i line tb recoacſle it Wunh 
dete of 25 ei 87 ' whofe Eyes are ul- 
ways upon the Works of: is Hands, and Who fred hu Begin- 


ning Rulerh over 4. The firſt 26d Steat Fundamental Er- 
1 ror they were. ih, Was 0 0 the 77 God; their No- 
. Lions were e inconſt ſtent u 


on this Head. that 


one can t read: Hem Fe 1 hout deepl 8 fellecing, 
an is When de ui 1 


e moſſ 42 | 
905 eh tut perhaps aroſe from the "featrered | 
corrupt Re 8 9 Ahcient and genuine Fraditiont, 
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Wos that of many Gods.: .: But this was: 'f6- abſurd 4 Fit” fel, 7 

aangd all its Cop che z 3. their Number, Names, Atti | 
. Offices, .V Wl anc d;Sacrifices, "were ſo very Une 
Countable, ſo. impgl f ble 10 be made Senſe of; that When the 
World; grew more ref ned, the Ne n of 8 | 


tae 


thought, to mend the matter betook thetnſclves tothe's 


. Extream.: : and becauſe they could no where meet wil Fo rg . 
. cnal Religion, vainly - concluded that Reaſon and Religion 
were in their Natures inconliſtent; they concluded RN 
on could be; true, becauſe all they had ſeen were certainly falſe. 
For tbey were in almoſt every Country different at the fame 

Dh 9 in the lame Country, at Lend times: the fp 
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"Gig diet "Eh. 54108 they eppes "I 2 
and Stones, and under them imaginary Beings in Bnitely n- 
bre Humade Naturigtngeiher with others as much below it. 
W have an Epitomeot the groſſeſt and fouleſt Superſtition 
theWorldever knew, in that one:Reople:the Egyptian: No. 
an he imore ridiculous) than what the beſt Writers tell 
u their Gods/1and: their Religious Rites; and in their Sto- 4 
*r ken oſfebt ihe Religions of other Nations. For Exgpr 
was the great Nufſery af guporſtition; ſtom thence aroſe that 
| thidle Datkridſ-acbichraſtertuardewver ſpread the Earth; not 
barthis Darkfleſt wins every where uniformly ſpread. as bon 
6 it) to bediflus'd; etwas divided and broke into un- 
Aual partsg inſenſibly altered as it ment along, and rectived 
different Additions; acrording to the ſeveral Climates to Which 
u gume: By bibi means their Religions by degrees differed ©? 
moro idm one another q but not leſs from Reaſon than before. 
Sacred and Prophane were every Mere arbitrary things and 
ume named dirtctiy oppoſue were given to the ſame, 
by different Orders of Men in theſame Country. There 
Er ſo abfurg-which Superſtition could not lead them 
_ 4nrowbeliet of ; und if one may e what they thoughhjt 
- bywwhar- they didʒ one wauld think, che more abſurd a hing 
waa, the more:theydikedut,: | otherwiſe one can rimaginetow. = 
the World could have falbn intodo:great a variety of Errors, 
ſo very gross, with: o ſmall a mixthie ot. Truth in them 
which it was very little, ſo very ptobably tas wing not to 
uy right Reaſon] e for had they reaſoned abour.theſe things. - } 
 riglidly,/ they mut nes ha ve found out: more Truth, the 
could not have ſtopped ſovery ſhort, and have taken vp with = 
e few right Notions; | ſo extreamly diſguiſed with falſe ones. 
Pbeſe therefore is likely. were barrowed from ſome Trad- 
tions, which oute were dee c- buy: now) N 0 1 
very. old, and b me, quent ;F'ranfplant= 9 
ing {© altered and ted, that the fieſt Authors of them 
would ſcarce have: F them ; fo little of the genuine. 
2 remained, and the old Strokes were in a manner al! 
11 Blfe how Sould things ſo zjaccherent be embraced, 


even e e Religion h ROW: was it ee | 
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TDi hard to conceive how the Opinions of any one People, 
nraken together, could proteed from any Principles atallynor 
indeed did they: theſe Religions: were then form'd when the 
World were Gbildren in Uaderſtanding ; when they-admired 
bes every ching, and under ſtood nothing; nothing of Arts and 
Sciences, nothing of the Cauſes and Natutes of 
Word nothing beyond their Senſes,” and what was jult-befoie 
their Eyes; and by thar means became an eaſy Prey to a few, 
who thought farther then the reſt, and uſed them as weadle 
E Children now ; amuſed them with Fables and ſtrange Stories, 
and lead them which way they would, by complying with 
heir Superſtition 3 to which purpoſe they took cate the 


honeſt Men who ſaw the Abſurdity of theſe things, and would 
have declaimed ſooner and more loudly againſt them, but 
Were detered, tis likely, from the Attempt, partly by the 
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the ſame common Principles ? bono bee ten bn 


things : vin a 


Doctrines they taught the People, ſhould be abſurd enough, 
and well adjuſted to the Lowneſt of their underſtandings. 


T bis was really the Caſe; and no better; for the Fabulous 
Age of the World was the time when theſe ſeveral Religions 
were firſt invented, and their Poets were the Authors of them; 
ol which the Eldeſt either never wrote, or at leaſt nothing of 
their genuine Writings is now left: but ofthe Poets which do 
remain, we find always the oldeſt, has had in greateſt Veneta 
tion, ſo be ſure moſt abſurd in maxters of Religion 
Ie World in the mean ime was like to thrive and grow 
in Underſtanding, under the Influence of ſuch Teachers, and 
in embracing Schemes of Religion ſormed in ſuch Times, 
Times of which we know nothing certainly beſides their Ig- 
norance. Let Conſiderations of State, Management of de- 
ſigning Men and the Intereſt that a great many had in them, 
kept theſe Superſtitions up in after-times; the bulk of the 
People being as ignorant as ever, and till believing whatever 


they were taught. There were, no doubt, ſome wiſe and 


Danger they might bring upon themſelves, and partly ihre 


a very right Opinionthey had, that Religion 3 | 
for Society ; and that tho! the eſtabliſt t one were very faul- 


ry and lo: differting Perſuaſiont could be deductiqns bn 
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and ſetting up for themſelves, entertained about almoſt 
althings new Opinions of their own, very different from what 
had been hitherto received, but not leſs Extravagant. And 
_ thus by different ways they came to all intents and Purpoſes 2 
0 the ſatne ond, and left the World in as ill a Condition as 
they found it, or rather made things worſe; for perhaps 4 
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to/brivg-in-theroam of, it, ot andeed. whether au Wers lor 


| beſides it way be thought, that anghat- ſlate. ef hinge Prem 


were necsfſax 


he are always ready 10. fin into Entreams, and if once un- 


hinged, are Ney hard to, be ſexteſed again gf they had ſhaken 
af, the Religianthey were bred in, Would then perbaps tales 
kept in 
the Wiſer: Heatbens from expoling the Polly and inoonſiflency 
of the Religion hen in ue vba child ably hive framed. | 
more tational Schemes, but were not ſure they cduld. End õj᷑i 
| the True one tand thereſore wereſcqutent to ſih down by thoſe 
dhey had, and, malte the belt Senſe of them teh could. ||. | 
Hhln time indeed they ventured, many of them to refineza 
Little, and by degrees:cndeavayredio explain awayimharywas = 
moſt apparegtiy : abſurd; but this did. not Tatigfiſome;. who 


up wü nens at all. Some ſuch Thoughts probably 


being Men af mots Heat and qeſ: Diſcretion, Were for going 
faſter, and thinking they knew more than all before them, 


could nor keepio, thei mighty, Secrerany lengen, be Ce. 
_ dulity; implieite Belief and Higotty the World bad been ſo 


long under, abont thiogs they had ſcarce any natian at all of, 
made them run now into the other Extream; and ſo hrſt Scepti- 


eiſm and then downright At heiſm became the. Learning and 
Widom of the World. Theſe Men having found the World 
was miſtaken in many things, began now to doubt of every 
thing, they began to queſtion the Being of any God at all; 
and having ſhewn with Reaſon enough on their fide the folly 
and weakneſs..of the common Opinions, as they: were then 


corrupted; Twas. ſo Hard to ſee the little Truth that lay under 
ithout Diſtinction they threw them all away: 
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could not he fre what Religion was true. 
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WE better to act upon 1 meiples, pda; ag 
| den Men may be gover nd by thoſe'thit Are wiſer 'than 44 
| | ihe; Abe che Mcnotb Ptintiples can be govern'd'nei- 
| 


—_— ther by themſelves ner Get l od vom 1: 7 wed 
Ses ofthe wein Poing übe , th the World when | 
began to china freely, wers empleo) d, were theſe: Fir; „The) 
were much in the dark. Whether there were ſurht a think'ss 
an Eternal intelligent Being brhot; if there were, wherein his 
Nature donſiſted; and What were His chief: aut buten; and 
i there viene one ſuch Belang; Who was -infiitely Wie and 
0 hrber there were not an Evil one, equal-in power to 
diz ebe e could not account for the Origine 
„ Ban, which-was always ane great "Difflealty9- Next, "if 
=f het: 8 Eternal Mind, and but ones which we 
call God o whether he made the Word or nöt; ik heidi, 
Whether he'only-pur' things into that” Frame and: Ofder 
ey are now in, ot whether he made the things themſelves 
out of ambi9g b If the former, for che latter Was an 7Opini- 
on that all their Pbiloſophy was not able t "comprehend; 
— whether-this God were any” other than the 'Sout of the 
World, animating the vaſt Mas of Matter, aſter the fame 
wanner as the Soub of Man dctüates his Jitele World. A. 
| gain; if Gad wete a being intirely diſtinct from the Univerſe, 
with which many of them confounded bim, whether: be did 
& all inteteſti hichſelf in the Government of the: World, after 
be had made it; that is, whether there were any Providence 
or not, whether his Har ppineſs/did nat conſiſt in perpetual | 
|. Eaſe and Reft; and conſequently whether” any Care or 
Thought of Buſineſs were not inconſiſtent! with it; or if he 
d Silo qd concern himſelf with the Government: of 
5 Things, whether this Care were not confimd within certain 
1 1 looking after the gteat Springs and Wheels of the 
Mlachine, While the Sublunary things and this lower World 
Vere quite neglected; of if he took Care of them too, 'whe- 
tis extended to the inſenſible and Vegetable part only, 
ot to the Senſible and Rational; if to them, whether he go- 
verned the Minds and Actions of Ven, or only their In vo- 
E | ”Juntary Motions ; if their Minds and Thoughts and Actions 
| whether by a oa of Cauſes oy d W in a N 3 
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